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Stepfather of the Bride – One-liner

Stepfather Of The Bride is a comedy about a modern wedding. It’s a lighthearted
look at three generations of love and marriage.

Short Synopsis

Stepfather of the Bride is a comedy about a modern wedding, where the bride plans an extravagant celebration, the groom can't believe his luck, the parents and ex husbands and current wives and girlfriends squabble over who is going to pay for it all and standing on the side, waiting for disaster to strike -  is the groom's best friend.

Long Synopsis

Skye and Lachlan are in love and they’re getting married.

Their parents belong to the generation who married, divorced and married again, or who, in the case of Skye’s father, married, divorced, married, divorced and married again. But Skye and Lachlan know they’re not like that. They’re older than their parents were when they first got married. They’re in control of their lives. In fact, they’re so right for each other, they both decided simultaneously to propose to each other. And they both agree that the way to demonstrate their absolute confidence in each other and in their future together is to make the wedding a big one. Not that a big wedding needs to be extravagantly expensive. Skye can use her contacts in the food and hospitality business - she’s the personal assistant to a celebrity chef and so she can get the food, the drinks, even the very big boat to take the wedding party around the harbour, all for almost next to nothing.

What could go wrong?

Well, her grandmother being rushed to hospital doesn’t help. And neither does her parent’s panic about the size of the wedding. Nor her mother’s doubts about her choice of husband. And her stepbrother, Jack, seems to go a little crazy, although it’s hard to tell if it’s just his normal craziness or whether he’s going more mad than usual with jealousy. Lachlan doesn’t want his absent father to come to the wedding, but it looks like they’re going to need his generous offer of money. And when Skye’s best friend Lesley makes the enthusiastic offer to sew all the wedding dresses, it doesn’t quite fit Skye’s ambition to be the high fashion bride.

But Skye can handle all this. She’s a rock. She needs to be to handle her temperamental celebrity boss.  

But she can’t handle it when Lachlan tells her he’s having doubts. The wedding has got too big. And maybe he’d really like to go back to Scotland.

Skye needs another rock, someone she knows won’t let her down and so she goes back to her mother and her stepfather, especially her stepfather, the one person who is always cool in a crisis. Well, he would be, except that at this moment, he’s struggling to hold his own marriage together. Skye’s mother is leaving him. They were keeping it a secret so as not to spoil the wedding. But now that Skye’s wedding is off, the truth comes out. Then Skye’s stepbrother offers to step into Lachlan’s wedding shoes and marry her. Then her grandmother dies.

It’s a funny thing about funerals. They do have a way of bringing people together.

Stepfather of the Bride

Character briefs

Daniel (William McInnes)

Daniel is the stepfather of the bride.  He's a fifty-something architect who is happy in his small, suburban practice since moving out of the big city.  He's married to Sophie, (his second wife - his first died suddenly in a car accident) and they both like to be thought of as aesthetic, visually literate, modern people.  Daniel has formed a good, strong relationship with his stepdaughter, Skye, and occasionally finds himself jealous of her father.  He worries about his son, Jack, concerned mainly that the tragic death of his mother has cast a shadow over their lives and is the reason Jack seems so ungrounded.  Daniel has a spontaneous sense of humour - but lately it seems to be misfiring - and he worries about the future of his marriage and whether he’s lacking any real wisdom about life. But he loves Sophie, and he'd really just like everything to be the way it was when they first married. 

Sophie (Noni Hazlehurst)

Sophie, mother of the bride, in her fifties and still beautiful, is in her second marriage with Daniel, for whom she runs the office. She left her first husband Ari because he was too content to stay a country boy making a living from selling fruit and vegetables. Sophie has just reached the age where she feels her youthful vitality is about to run out.  The wedding of her beautiful young daughter, Skye, has reminded her acutely of the young woman she used to be - and it hurts to know that a whole chapter of her life is about to close.  Lately she has become sad and slightly harsh, qualities she doesn’t like in herself.  She doesn't blame Daniel, but she feels the only way she can make one last attempt to recapture everything she's about to lose is to move away from him.  She'd like the last of her youthfulness to burn in a blaze and not just fade away. Sophie has always aspired to a life that was just beyond her, yet she can't help being critical of Skye for being exactly the same.   Because Sophie has developed these doubts about her own life, she fears that Skye is about to make a big mistake by marrying Lachlan.

Skye(Lucy Taylor)

Skye is the bride-to-be, close to thirty, blessed with good looks and a personality which has made her popular and never short of friends, and believes she’s in complete control of her life.  She grew up in the country and moved to the city when her mother left her father. Now, she regards herself as a successful, modern young woman and works as a personal assistant to a celebrity chef. It looks like a dream job and Skye is very good at it, efficient and cool under pressure, but her boss is a tyrant and expects her to be on call at any hour of the night or day. She maintains a close relationship with her father, Ari, despite all the difficulties of the divorce.  Her relationship with Lachlan started out as friendship and blossomed slowly over time, and while she loves and trusts him completely, her job with the celebrity chef has lately nudged her in a somewhat more pretentious direction. Fortunately, she has Lachlan and Jack to keep her grounded.   

Lachlan (Leon Ford)

Lachlan, the groom-to-be, radiates personality more than good looks and is a bit younger than Skye, whom he loves dearly.  He's originally from Scotland, having been brought out to Australia by his parents when he was still in primary school.  His father didn't stay long, returning to Scotland and leaving Lachlan behind with his mother for whom he felt burdened by responsibility.  Lachlan misses Scotland a lot, mostly because he didn't have any choice about leaving his country and his culture behind. The whole question of being able to choose the direction of his future life has become a major consideration for Lachlan, although he's not yet fully aware of this.  Lachlan works in IT, has done time in call centres and on help desks, but has now moved up to a better job managing web sites for major corporations.

Jack (Alex Dimitriades)

Jack is the best man, Lachlan's best friend, and better looking than Lachlan.  He's also Daniel's son, so that makes him Sophie's stepson and Skye's stepbrother.  Jack would never admit it, but he was damaged by his mother's unexpected death and his whole being remembers and yearns for her unqualified love.  Jack knows that Daniel loves him, but he can't help testing that love. In fact, he can't help testing everyone's love - as though he expects everyone to disappoint and desert him.  Jack has been in several garage bands, has done the suburban pub band circuit without success, and now dreams of being a film maker. He should really go to film school, but for Jack that seems like an unnecessary step. He worries that Sophie has never really liked him and suspects that her real fear was that he and Skye would fall in love. Sophie was right - he did fall in love with Skye.  Jack could easily get lost in drink and drugs but is restrained by the knowledge of what that would do to his father – to lose a son as well as a wife would kill him.

Catriona (Georgie Parker)

Sophie's younger and messier looking sister, Catriona is more neurotic than Sophie but believes the reverse to be true. Her marriage failed and she lives alone, but she’s built an elaborate ritual of life around herself so that all the moments where she might feel sorry for herself are filled. She's always busy, and when she relaxes, she's busy relaxing, doing things, learning things, making things, planning things. With no children of her own, she regards herself as more than an aunt to Skye. When Skye was a teenager, Catriona cultivated a sharing of secrets between them, encouraging Skye to tell her things she'd never tell her mother. This allowed Catriona to give her advice on sex, boyfriends, birth control, smoking, dieting, money and food fads in a way which Sophie would have resented had she known.

Bob (Leslie Dayman)

Bob is Sophie's father and Skye's grandfather. He, and wife Vera, have stuck it out to the bitter end, a couple who aren't really nasty, they’ve just run out of patience with each other. Bob is partly deaf but won't admit it, and nor will he admit any loss of ability due to age. His fear of his wife's death is less than his concern that she is suffering. He doesn't want her to die, but if that is what is going to happen, he wants it over with, for her sake as much as his own. It might appear that his love for his wife has been eroded over a long marriage, but her death gives him much more pain than anyone expects. His grief is lessened by Skye getting married, the cycle of love and marriage, and life going on… 

Ari (Garry McDonald)

Ari was Sophie’s first husband. His second marriage didn't last long and he's now onto his third wife. Ari has a Scandinavian background and it's given him a Nordic sort of good looks which he still enjoys. He's proud of what he's achieved in life, rising from a South Coast shop assistant to be the owner of a small chain of fruit and vegetable markets. He's late to recognise the trend to organic but he's moving in that direction. Ari is proud of Skye but nervous of Daniel. He can't resist the temptation to make jokes about Daniel but it's only a thinly disguised jealousy.

Pamela (Ally Fowler)

Pamela is Ari's third wife. He got it right this time. She loves the life they live together, a big Sylvania Waters home, modern appliances, a boat moored in the canal at the bottom of the garden.  But they've never had children of their own.

Ian (Frank Gallacher)

Lachlan's father Ian was part of a Glasgow heavy rock band a long time ago and since then has spread well into middle aged cool – or thinks he has. He works as an art teacher at a high school in Scotland and vainly believes himself to be attractive to much younger women. He agreed to come to Australia with his wife and young son, hoping it would be a geographical solution to their marriage problems. It wasn't, so Ian vanished, running back to the small town in Scotland and to Fiona, the woman he'd had an affair with. Ian is a man who'd love to live his life again and get it right this time. But, given the chance, he'd probably make the same mistakes all over again. 

Elaine (Kerry Walker)

Ian’s wife and Lachlan's mother – a middle aged, original Scottish punk, always dressed in black but always with a flower in her buttonhole. While still in Scotland, she declared her sexual preference for other women, and while she believes she’s dealt honestly with Ian she'll never forgive him for not being honest with her about his affair with Fiona. She believed they could find a way to live as parents while having different sexual partners, but not while they were still in Scotland where too many family and friends would be critical. The move to Australia was a step towards freedom.

Stephanie (Annie Byron)

Stephanie is Elaine's partner, in life as well as in business. In contrast to Elaine, Stephanie is a cuddly, maternal looking sort of fairy godmother. In fact, it's her face on the labels of the organic jams and preserves which are the products of their business. 

Fiona (Rebecca Massey)

Ian's girlfriend, is an attractive but very normal looking young woman. She was an art student but now drives a taxi, having become disillusioned about her prospects in the world of art. She's reduced her expectations in life to a minimum and so Ian fits in very well.

Lesley (Zoe Houghton)

Lesley is one of the bridesmaids and used to be Skye's best friend. In many ways, she still is. Ever since childhood, Lesley has wanted to be Skye's lieutenant, her confidant, her adviser, the keeper of her secrets. When Skye and her mother moved to the city, Lesley and Skye used to see each other in school holidays when one of them would go and stay in the other's house. Lesley has retained her quality of being a big girl from the country. She's practical, unfazed by most things, optimistic and fun. It's only in her secret, deepest, darkest moments that Lesley would admit to being unhappy or lonely. But she has an ability to bounce back and present a bright and lively personality to the world. She's very loyal to Skye and has been quietly in love with Jack since they were much younger. She knows he doesn't show any interest in her, but she can dream.

Natasha (Lara Cox) and Nicole (Kate Ritchie)

Newer friends of Skye - and very different from Lesley. They're slaves to labels and their opinions are formed from the magazines they devour. Both of them have parents who've made money in property development and real estate and were given too many toys when they were children.

Stepfather of the Bride
The Cast

William McInnes(Daniel)

Winner of the 2005 Film Critics Circle of Australia Award for Best Actor in Look Both  Ways and the Logie award for Most Outstanding Actor in 2002 , William McInnes is one of the most accomplished and popular actors on the Australian landscape today. Equally at home in theatre, film and television, comedy and drama, he has played countless lead and supporting roles in some of the most successful and memorable productions this country has had to offer, and has multiple AFI and Logie nominations for this extensive body of work.
 
Film credits include Kokoda, Look Both Ways and Dirty Deeds. In television, he shone in dramatic lead roles in The Shark Net, My Brother Jack, Seachange and Blue Heelers.
 
In theatre, William has starred as Don Juan for Sydney Theatre Company and Macbeth for Melbourne Theatre Company and played the role of Mr Darcy in both company’s landmark productions of Pride and Prejudice.
 
Noni Hazlehurst (Sophie) 

One of Australia’s most distinguished and respected actors. In addition to her 2005 AFI award winning role in Little Fish with Cate Blanchett, Noni’s performing career includes leading dramatic film roles in Candy, Waiting (joint best actress San Sebastian Film Festival), Fran (AFI Best Actress award) and Monkey Grip (AFI Best Actress Award).
 

In television drama, Noni won an AFI Best Actress award for the telemovie Waiting At The Royal,  and was the female lead in The Shiralee, Naked Under Capricorn, Nancy Wake, Waterfront, and Ride on Stranger.
 

Noni’s theatre credits include Frankie and Johnny in the Clair de Lune, Whore in a Madhouse, On Our Selection, Traitors, Cut and Thrust Cabaret (in London’s West End) and for the Sydney Theatre Company: Hamlet, No Names No Pack Drill, The Man From Muckinupin, The Conquest of Carmen Miranda, Precious Woman, Navigating, the 2003 sell-out season of The Breath of Life, and in 2006, Woman In Mind.
 

Noni has been a much loved member of the ABC Play School team for more than 20 years, as well as having extensive experience in radio, education programs, presenting, writing and directing. 
 
Lucy Taylor  (Skye)

Since graduating from the Victorian College of the Arts in 1998, Lucy Taylor has made her mark in many areas. As a co-writer of Red she won Best Original Work at the Melbourne Fringe Festival, has played leads in many theatre productions including Still Angela for Playbox, Elizabeth in the STC and MTC productions of Pride and Prejudice and Louise in The Underpants for Company B.

In television, she has guested in Blue Heelers, My Brother Jack and Stingers, while film credits include the roles of Constable Shazza in The Wogboy and the lead as Catherine in Kin.  

Leon Ford (Lachlan)

Leon Ford has an impressive resume for someone so young. Since 1996 he has appeared in over 15 productions including Hamlet, The Soldier’s Tale, Hippolytus, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Henry V, and Henry IV Part I and II for the Bell Shakespeare Company.

He has also appeared in Griffin Theatre’s Presence, the MTC’s Macbeth,The Coming of the Stork, Rope, Progress and Snugglepot and Cuddlepie.

Leon has had major TV roles in Go Big, Changi and All Saints and made guest appearances in Young Lions and Water Rats.

His film roles include Dead Things and Introducing Horror Hospital.


Alex Dimitriades  (Jack)

Alex Dimitriades’ good looks and outstanding talent have earned him roles in films like The Heartbreak Kid, Let’s get Skase, The Ghost Ship and Deuce Bigalow:European Gigolo.
In television he has appeared in GP, Wildside, Farscape, Go Big and of course, the ubiquitous Neighbours.

Theatre credits include Hurlyburly and The Woman with Dog’s Eyes for the Griffin Theatre Company, with the lead roles of Roberto in Roberto Zucco for the STC and Aladdin in the Corn Exchange Theatre production of Aladdin in the UK.

In 1998 he won an AFI award for Best Actor in a Lead Role and in 1999 the Film Critics’ Circle of Australia Award for Best Lead Actor for the film Head On. In 2001 he won an AFI Award nomination for Best Actor in a Supporting Role for the film La Spagnola. 

Georgie Parker (Catriona)

Georgie Parker needs little introduction. Winner of two TV Week Gold Logies, three Gold Logie nominations, five Silver Logie Awards for Most Popular Actor, her starring performances in the television series All Saints, GP, A Country Practice and Acropolis Now, along with her many presenting and hosting roles, have gained her celebrity status.

As the host and presenter of Vidiot and Playschool (ABC TV), The Main Event and Medical Emergency (for ATN7), The Movie Review and National Geographic Documentaries (Foxtel), The Zoot Review and a plethora of memorable guest appearances on programs like Carols in The Domain, The Weakest Link and The Glass House, Georgie has become a household name.

In theatre Georgie has excelled in roles in the NIDA and Sydney Opera House productions of Love Letters, How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying and the MTC and Melbourne and Sydney tours of High Society.

Film credits include Young Einstein, The Boy Who Had Everything, The Thirteenth Floor and Irresistable.

Extra-curricular activities feature Georgie in songstress mode in Georgie Parker Sings Gershwin for the Taronga Zoo 4D International Series, and as the face of AMP,Qantas Inflight, Avon and Westpac ads. 

Leslie Dayman (Bob)

Leslie Dayman is, of course, probably best known as the quintessential Australian cop through his roles in the Crawfords’ TV productions of Homicide, Division 4, and Cop Shop from 1966 to 1981. In recent years, guest starring roles in numerous hit television productions such as Rafferty’s Rules, Water Rats, Blue Heelers, All Saints, A Country Practice and Bodyline, just to name a few, have established him as an Aussie acting icon.

In film Leslie has had starring roles in Gallipoli, Oscar and Lucinda, The LightHorsemen, Footy Legends and Holy Smoke and The Silence for Jan Chapman Films.

His theatre career saw him as Actor/Director for the STC South Australia from 1968 to 1979, Actor-in-residence for the Melbourne Theatre Company from 1970 to 1980, a regular for the Nimrod Theatre Company in roles in Macbeth, As You Like It and Death of A Salesman.

Garry McDonald  (Ari)

Garry McDonald graduated from NIDA in 1967. Since then, he has gone on to delight us in a multitude of comedy and dramatic roles including, of course, the unforgettable Norman Gunston  in The Norman Gunston Show and Arthur Beare in Mother and Son.

The Aunty Jack Show, My Name’s McGooley-What’s Yours?, Eggshells, Wollongong The Brave, Matlock, Division 4 Homicide, his credits read like a history of Australian television development.

His film career kicked off in 1975 with Picnic at Hanging Rock (director Peter Weir) and he shone in the John Power directed Picture Show Man in 1977. Since then, he’s had starring roles in another dozen iconic Australian movies including Rabbit Proof Fence, Moulin Rouge, Ginger Meggs and Struck By Lightning. 

In theatre he has played dramatic Shakespearean roles in As You Like It, Much Ado About Nothing, Measure For Measure, and Fagan in the Adelaide Festival Trust and Her Majesty’s Melbourne productions of Oliver.

He has played serious and comedic roles in countless other cabaret and live theatre productions from the Sydney Theatre Company to Kinsela’s nightclub.

His awards list starts in 1976 with the Gold Logie for Most Popular Male Personality, followed by (to name a few) the Sydney Film Critics award for Best Actor for Struck By Lightning in 1991, the People’s Choice Award for Best Comic Actor and in 1994 the Silver Logie for Most Outstanding Actor on Australian Television.

In 1997 Garry was inducted into the TV Week Hall of Fame, in 1998 honoured as a National Treasure and in 2003 named an Officer of The Order of Australia.    

Frank Gallacher (Ian)

Frank has appeared in many roles for the Arts Theatre (Brisbane),Twelfth Night Theatre (Queensland), Queensland Theatre Company, Marion Street Theatre, Nimrod, South Australian Theatre Company, Alexander Theatre, Playbox Theatre and the Melbourne Theatre Company, for whom he directed The Chocolare Frog and The Old Familiar Juice, Saturday Lunch and Royal Commission into the Australian Economy.

In television, he currently has an ongoing lead role as Dr Rupert Carr in MDA, for which he received an AFI award nomination for Best Guest or Supporting Actor in Television, and has had major roles over the years in productions including Stingers, GP, The Man from Snowy River, Cop Shop and Homicide.

He has appeared in 14 major mini-series including Ben Hall and The Humpty Dumpty Man and in over 19 films including King of The Mountain, Dark City, Hammers Over The Anvil  for the SA Film Corporation and Peter Pan for Warner Roadshow.

Ally Fowler  (Pamela)

Ally Fowler was a member of the Melbourne based band The Chantoozies for 7 years before launching into other areas of the performing arts.

In theatre she played Janet in Paul Dainty Corporation’s Rocky Horror Show, Roxanne in the Stage Company’s production of Cyrano and appeared in The Vagina Monologues for Adrian Bohm Presents.

In television, she had lead roles in Big Sky, Headstart and Heartbreak High, was a semi regular on All Saints and appeared in GP, The Flying Doctors and Neighbours.

She was a judge on Starstruck, presenter of Focus segments and a regular panelist on Beauty and The Beast for Foxtel, and a reporter for Tonight Live.

In film, Ally has appeared in Temporarily Yours and Error 2000. 

Kerry Walker (Elaine)

Kerry Walker graduated from NIDA in 1974 and has since gone on to a stellar career in the performing arts.

In film, she has had roles in over 20 major productions, noteabley Moulin Rouge, The Dish, Looking for Alibrandi, Bliss and The Piano, for which she received an AFI nomination for Best Supporting Actress. In 1985 she completed 3 movies back to back, Twelfth Night, Life After Death and Valparaiso for the AFTRS, and quaintly, was the voice of a sheep in the smash hit Babe in 1994.

Her theatre credits are numerous, beginning in 1974 with Land of The Dreaming (Marion St. Theatre), The Alchemist in 1977 for The Old Tote Theatre, and since then a profusion of roles in Shakespearean and contemporary productions for the MTC, STC,  the SA State Theatre Co. and Company B. More recently, in 2005, she played the roles of Trixie and Phyllis in the regional tour of The Spook, for which she received a nomination for The Helpmann Awards- Best Female Actor in a Supporting Role in a Play. 

Since coming to television in 1985 Kerry has appeared in the stalwarts GP, All Saints and Murder Call, with a 2 year season as Fran Smith in Grass Roots. She played Mrs. Molesworth in Come in Spinner and Mrs Dunne in The Leaving of Liverpool for ABC TV, and has been heard extensively on ABC radio reading drama, features and narrations.

Her awards list is impressive: two Sydney Theatre Critics Circle nominations, four AFI nominations for Best Supporting Actress, a Victorian Green Room Award Nomination for Best Female Actor in a Leading Role (Nora in the STCSA production of Holy Day) and culminating in an AM (Member in the General Division of the Order of Australia) in 1994 for Services to the Performing Arts.  

Rebecca Massey (Fiona)

Rebecca Massey has appeared in 2 films, Mask II and Weeing Nuns Storm Europe for the Montreal Comedy Festival.

In television, she’s had roles in Small Claims (as Sally), All Saints, Home and Away, Grass Roots and in Backberner (as Stephanie Zamanek.)

Her theatre credits include Macbeth, The Small Poppies and Cloudstreet for Company B, Ship of Fools and Borderlines for Griffin Theatre Company, and The Underpants, for which she won a Helpmann Awards nomination for Best Female Actor in a Supporting Role.

Rebecca has also appeared in several NZ theatre productions including Daughters of Heaven, as Dora in Evan Freud’s Dora and Media Sluts.

Annie Byron (Stephanie)

Annie Byron graduated from the University of NSW with an Honours Degree in Drama in 1974, and from NIDA in 1977.

Her television credits include The Sullivans, A Country Practice, Rafferty’s Rules, Home and Away, The Flying Doctors, Murder Call, Shadows of The Heart…the list goes on seemingly forever.

In theatre, Annie has appeared in productions for the S.T.C (A Cheery Soul, Lady of The Camelias) for the Griffin Theatre Co. (Pushin’ Up Daisies, After Dinner, The Grande Finale of Rene Trouvel), the Nimrod Theatre (Suicide, Inside the Island), The Belvoir St. Theatre (Capricornia, A Lie of The Mind) and a host of other quality presentations.

In film she has appeared in Jan Chapman’s Showtime, as Eunice in My Mother Frank and as Berris in the blockbuster Muriel’s Wedding.

In 1997 she was nominated for an AFI award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role (Mum in Doing Time for Patsy Cline) and in 1985 won the AFI Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role for her character of Marge in Fran.

Kate Ritchie   (Nicole)

Kate Ritchie was born in 1978, in Goulburn, rural NSW.

Through her role on Home and Away, television viewers have watched Kate grow up in Summer Bay. She filmed the pilot of the show in 1987 and has been in the series ever since in the role of Sally Fletcher. At only 27 years of age Kate could be called a veteran of television having been involved with Home and Away for over 18 years.

Before Home and Away, Kate had a role in the mini-series Cyclone Tracy.

During her time on Home and Away, Kate combined her long-term role as Sally with her education, studying through a program called ‘Pathways’ and completing her HSC in 1997 while continuing her role on Home and Away. 

Kate joins veteran actor Ray Meagher in the Guinness Book of Records for being the longest serving actors on an Australian drama series.

Zoe Houghton (Lesley)

Zoe toured Australia for two years as a primary member of Queensland's Grin and Tonic Shakespearean Theatre Troupe and  has also performed in two productions for the Queensland Theatre Company.   

She was a lead vocalist and songwriter for three years in the Brisbane based band Shade.

She has completed two years of study in the Arts majoring in drama and literature, as well as studying jazz, funk and contemporary dance, and graduated from NIDA in 2002.

Television credits include White Collar Blue, All Saints and The Silence for Jan Chapman Films, while in theatre she has appeared in productions by B Sharp, Monkey Baa and NIDA Studio.

Zoe has had one film role so far as Debbie in Suitcase Films 2005 production of Footy Legends.

Lara Cox (Natasha)

Lara Cox first came to our attention in 1997/98 as Anita in Heartbreak High. Following that, appearances in the television series All Saints, Home and Away, State Coroner and Head Start cemented her on-screen presence.

In film, she played the lead of Carolina in Voodoo Lagoon with appearances in 9 other noteable productions including The Fridge, Acting Out and Angst.

The Production Team

Stepfather of the Bride is produced by three partners from Australian superindie Essential Viewing, Rosemary Blight, Kylie Du Fresne and Ian Collie. 

Rosemary Blight – Executive Producer 

Rosemary Blight has produced the feature films Mary, Fresh Air, and In The Winter Dark, which opened the Sydney Film Festival and was selected for the Discovery Section of the Toronto Film Festival in 1998.

Rosemary’s television drama credits include the ratings winning tele-feature Go Big for Network Ten, the critically acclaimed 26 part series for ABC Television, Love is a Four Letter Word, and the Logie and AFI nominated tele-features Small Claims 1, 2 and 3.

Along side Stepfather of The Bride, Rosemary is currently executive producer of the 26-part children’s series for the Nine Network, Lockie Leonard, based on the novels by Tim Winton. Rosemary is also producing her latest feature film Clubland, directed by Cherie Nowlan and starring Brenda Blethyn.  

Rosemary is Joint CEO of the Essential Viewing Group.

Kylie du Fresne - Producer

Kylie has produced both drama and documentary, in 2005 she was named in Screen International as a ‘Star of Tomorrow’. 

Her drama credits include The Djarn Djarns, with director Wayne Blair, a half hour drama for SBS which recently won the Crystal Bear award at the 2005 Berlin Film Festival. Also with Wayne Blair she produced the much acclaimed short film Black Talk for SBS, AFC and the FTO which won the Best Achievement with an Original Screenplay at the St Kilda Film Festival and the Dendy Award for Best Film. 

She also produced along side Rosemary Blight the first Small Claims telemovie for Network Ten and UK TV, the feature films Fresh Air (Co-Producer) made in conjunction with SBS & Channel 4 UK, and Tim Winton’s In The Winter Dark (Associate Producer) starring Oscar nominated Brenda Blethyn, Ray Barrett, Miranda Otto and Richard Roxburgh. 

Her documentary credits include Essential Sessions (Ovation), Musical Renegades: Australian Chamber Orchestra, Parra and Sydney all for SBS TV, and Shambhala: A Central Asian Journey for ABC TV.

Kylie is currently in production of the 26-part children’s series Lockie Leonard, based on the novels by Tim Winton, for the Nine Network and is a director of the Essential Viewing Group.

Ian Collie – Producer

In 2005 Ian produced the telemovie Hell has Harbour Views for the ABC, Ovation and Channel Four International ( nominated for 3 Australian Film Institute wards and winner Writers Guild Best Screenplay and APRA/AGSC Best Score for Telefeature /Mini Series 2005), and is currently working on the sequel. 

His recent documentary credits include a five part series Dust to Dust for ABC, TV NZ and RDF international, and Political Football, which was nominated for Best Documentary, Dendy Awards and the NSW Premier’s History Prize 2005.  

He has produced three documentary series of Reality Bites and was the series producer for a four part series on litigation DIY Law (both for ABC TV), and Just Add Water,  a half hour documentary on Chunky Move dance company for SBS TV. 

Other credits include The Shadow of Mary Poppins, a documentary on the Australian writer of the Mary Poppins books, P.L Travers, for the ABC, RTE (ireland), AVRO (Holland), Artsworld (UK) and CBC (Canada) and The Original Mermaid,  a documentary on Australian swimming, vaudeville and silent screen star Annette Kellerman for SBS, AVRO and the Women’s Television Network (Canada), and winner of Best Documentary, Film Critics Circle of Australia.

Ian is currently producing I Told You So: The Johnny Warren Story  for SBS, as well as co-producing an eight part documentary series Suspicious Minds on forensic and coronial cases in Victoria for the Nine Network.

Geoffrey Atherden – Writer

Geoffrey is best known for his multi award winning television series Mother and Son and Grass Roots. His other television credits include Eggshells and One Day Miller, both award winning situation comedy series, and BabaKiueria, which received a United Nations Media Peace Award.

He was President of The Australian Writers’ Guild from 1994 to 1998, a board member of the NSW Film and Television Office from 1997 to 2001, and is currently President of The Australian Writer’s Foundation.

Roger Hodgman – Director

Roger Hodgman graduated from the University of Tasmania in 1966 with a BA in English and Political Science and an Honours degree in History.

From 1965-70 he was a director, writer and producer for ABC TV programs including drama, sport, current affairs and film documentaries.

Following this he directed for the Theatre Royal in Hobart and the Old Tote Theatre Company in Sydney, before moving to London, where he was Senior Acting teacher and producer for the East Fifteen Acting School.

From 1977 to 1982 he was Artistic and Associate Director of the Vancouver Playhouse (Canada), then moved home to become Dean of the School of Drama  in the Victorian College of The Arts and ultimately Artistic Director and CEO of the Melbourne Theatre Company from 1988-98.

In 1999 he became a freelance director for Southern Star TV, Black Swan Theatre and The Production Company, and has since continued as a director in theatre, opera, television and film.

Some of his notable theatre directing credits include: Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Othello, The Crucible, A Little Night Music and The Talented Mr. Ripley for the MTC.

In television, he has directed major successful productions like The Secret Life of Us, Blue Heelers, White Collar Blue, Stingers and Crashburn, and has also directed opera presentations including Rigoletto’s Verdi for OzOpera and Opera Queensland.

During his 30 outstanding years of academic, administrative and artistic achievements, Roger has been awarded numerous Green Room Award nominations and two green Room Awards for Best Director, a Sydney Theatre Critics Award for Best Music Theatre Production for Sweeney Todd, and an AFI nomination for Best Director for Secret Life of Us.
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